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allowing the participants to experience the value of self 
preparedness, communication and collaboration among 
other health facilities. The tabletop exercise provided 
insight into the unique needs of each organization and 
generated solutions to better coordinate inter-facility 
emergency response.

Through the Surge OC initiative CAHF facilities have worked 
closely with the HCA and other health care partners to enhance 
the surge capacity of the health care system.  The summit 
greatly strengthened the partnerships between the Orange 
County Health Care Agency and the California Association 
of Health Facilities and laid a strong foundation for future 
collaboration 
which includes 
t h e  S u r g e 
OC Regional 
Planning 
Meetings and 
t h e  H e a l t h 
and Medical 
Exe rc i se  to 
be  he ld  on 
November 18, 
2010.  

On May 26, 2010, the California Association of Health Care 
Facilities (CAHF) hosted a training summit in partnership 
with the Orange County Health Care Agency (HCA). The 
Summit attracted over sixty Long Term Care, Skilled Nursing 

and other types 
o f  re s i den t i a l 
health facilities 
throughout 
Orange County.  
To kick off the 
summit, Dr. Nancy 
Bowen, Deputy 
Health Officer for 
HCA, provided 
an overview of 
the agency.  The 

summit focused on 
facility preparedness and to ensure there is an understanding 
of the disaster response framework in the county and the 
value of sharing information amongst the health care 
community.

The training summit included a tabletop exercise that 
focused on response activities that might arise during 
a disaster. The scenario centered on a large earthquake 
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City of Fullerton POD planners discuss their site layout.

EIGHT CITIES – 36 POINT OF DISPENSING (POD) PLANS FINALIZED

Dedicated to enhancing public health preparedness levels through education, resource and best practice sharing.

Visit us online at www.HealthDisasterOC.orgSign up to receive this newsletter by emailing us at Events@ochca.com

In an effort to ensure that Orange County has the ability to respond to large scale emergencies, eight cities in Orange 
County have taken the first step in identifying and finalizing their city specific POD plans.  The initial planning concept for 
PODs was centered on the ability to increase Orange County’s capacity to dispense medications and medical supplies 

from the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) during a worst case scenario 
public health emergency, such as an aerosolized anthrax attack.  To ensure 
that the county has the ability to respond to such a scenario, over 75 POD 
sites need to be identified and planned throughout the county.  In working 
with the cities of Anaheim, Fullerton, Garden Grove, Huntington Beach, 
Irvine, Laguna Woods, Santa Ana, and Rancho Santa Margarita, 36 POD 
sites have been identified and planned.  

When planning a POD site, the Health Care Agency works closely with 
each site along with city emergency management representatives, the 
local fire and law enforcement agencies, as well as other community 
response groups, to ensure the POD site plan has been developed through 
a collaborative process.  Since 2005, HCA and cities have planned and 

exercised nine POD sites in the county.  As we move forward, the goal of HCA is to partner with all the cities in the county 
to identify and plan over 75 POD sites.  With more and more cities becoming part of this initiative, HCA commends those 
who have, are, and will work with us to ensure this goal is achieved.  

Summit participants look on as they are given the tabletop 
exercise scenario.

CAHF participants discuss their facility's response capabilities.


